VILLAGE OF HUSTISFORD

DODGE CbUNTY, WISCONSIN
AMENDMENT NO. 2026-3

ORDINANCE AMENDING AND RECREATING § 272-9
CHIPPING OF BRUSH AND WOOD MATERIALS REQUIRED

WHEREAS,l the Village Board finds the existing provisions of Section 272-9 should be updated and
clarified; ’

WHEREAS, the Village Board finds the amendment promotes the public health, safety, welfare, and
efficient operation of municipal services; ‘

NOW, THEREFORE, THE VILLAGE BOARD OF THE VILLAGE OF HUSTISFORD, DODGE COUNTY,
WISCONSIN, DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Amendment and Recreation of § 272-9

Section 272-9 is hereby amended and recreated in its entirety as presented in the ordinance language
approved by the Village Board, including Sections A through F concerning landfill disposal restrictions,
regulations for chipping collection, commercial contractor exclusions, right of refusal, ownership of
materials, and emergency and non-compliant removal powers.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that ail ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are
repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall take effect upon passage, adoption, publication,
and posting as required by law. '

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Village Board of the Village of Hustisford, Dodge County, Wisconsin,
this 14th day of September 2026.
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§ 272-9. Chipping of brush and wood materials required.

A. Landfill Disposal Restrictions. No person or entity within the Village shall dispose of brush, tree branches, wood
chips, or other wood materials alongside standard refuse destined for any Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
approved landfill unless such material has first been reduced and processed by chipping.

1. This subsection shall apply universally to all persons, governmental operations, and business, commercial,
retail, and industrial enterprises, whether operating directly or utilizing the collection services of the Village or a
third-party contractor.

2. All non-residential property owners subject to this subsection as users of Dodge County or Village-owned
landfills shall facilitate and provide for the independent chipping of all such brush and wood materials.

B. Regulations for Chipping Collection. All material intended for municipal chipping collection shall be placed at the
curb or designated public right-of-way in the specific manner and schedule established by the Village Board, subject to the
following provisions:

1. Intent and Volume Limitations.

(a) Routine Maintenance Only. Municipal chipping and brush collection services are strictly intended for
routine, minor residential yard maintenance, pruning, and storm cleanup.

(b) Major Removal Exclusions. Collection services shall not be provided for brush, logs, or limbs resulting
from large-scale land clearing, lot development, tree topping, or the complete removal of a tree.

2. Collection Schedule and Season.

(a) The official collection schedule shall be determined by the Village Board. The standard chipping
collection season shall commence on the first Wednesday of April and continue on an alternating, bi-
weekly basis through the final Wednesday of November.

(b) When an official Village holiday coincides with a scheduled collection day, the substitute collection day
shall occur on the next consecutive business day.

(c) If adverse weather or hazardous conditions prevent safe operations, the substitute collection day shall
occur on the next consecutive business day.

3. Root Disposal.

(a) The Village shall not collect tree roots. Residents shall transport all roots independently to the Village
Yard Waste Collection site for proper disposal.

4. Small Yard Waste.

(a) Twigs, vines, non-brush vegetation, standard yard waste, and any brush fragments shorter than three
feet in length are excluded from curbside collection and shall be disposed of independently at the Village
Yard Waste Collection site.

5. Firewood Disposal.

(a) It shall be the sole responsibility of the property owner to dispose of all unwanted firewood. The
Village will not collect firewood via curbside chipping.

6. Brush Specifications and Curbside Placement.

(a) Residents shall place acceptable brush at the curb line with the cut ends of limbs facing uniformly in
one direction toward the street.

(b) Limbs must be cut to a size manageable by a single worker and must be a minimum of three feet in
length.

(c) Eligible materials are restricted to tree, shrub, and evergreen branches resulting from standard
residential pruning or trimming, or branches that have fallen naturally.

7. Diameter and Volume Limitations.

(a) The Village will collect and chip brush resulting from the removal of trees with a trunk diameter of eight
inches or less.

(b) Any excessive accumulation of brush, will be collected by the Village only to the extent that total
processing time does not exceed 10 minutes per property per collection cycle.

(c) The processing time limit shall be determined at the sole discretion of the Public Works
Superintendent.

(d) If processing time is estimated or found to exceed 10 minutes, the property owner must dispose of the
excess brush independently at their own expense, or contract with the Village for removal at current
established rates for labor and equipment. By placing brush at the curb that exceeds the 10-minute
processing limit, the property owner is deemed to have requested the service and granted pre-
authorization to the Village to complete the chipping and bill the owner for all excess time without prior
notice.

8. Excess Processing Billing and Tax Liens.

(a) The Public Works Superintendent shall maintain an accurate accounting of the time and expenses
incurred for brush removal exceeding the 10-minute limit and transmit these records to the Village Clerk-
Treasurer for billing.

(b) Written notice of the assessment for excess brush removal shall be mailed to the owner of the
premises. All such invoices are strictly due and payable within 30 calendar days from the date of
issuance.



(c) If such costs and expenses remain unpaid 60 days after they are incurred, the Village Clerk-Treasurer
shall enter those charges onto the tax roll against the real estate as a special charge, creating a binding
property lien pursuant to Wisconsin State Statutes § 66.0627.

9. Staging Prohibited.

(a) Accumulating, storing, or staging brush from a single tree removal or landscaping project across
multiple collection weeks to circumvent the 10-minute maximum processing limit is strictly prohibited.

(b) The Public Works Superintendent shall evaluate the origin of the brush. If it is determined to originate
from a single, larger project exceeding the 10-minute threshold, the entire volume shall be treated as an
excess project and billed to the property owner accordingly.

10. Storm Hazards and Timelines.
(a) The Village will collect brush up to eight inches in diameter from storm-damaged trees.

(b) If storm-damaged brush is placed at the curb more than three calendar days following the storm
event, the resident must provide formal notice to the Department of Public Works prior to placement.

11. Obstruction and Timing Rules.
(a) Brush must be placed safely behind the curb line or at the edge of the street right-of-way.

(b) Curbside brush placement must not obstruct pedestrian walkways, sidewalks, or infringe upon
vehicular traffic lanes.

(c) Brush shall be placed at the curb line no more than five days prior to the scheduled collection date.

C. Commercial Contractors Excluded. The Village shall not collect, chip, or remove any brush, limbs, or wood debris
that has been cut, trimmed, or removed by a commercial tree-trimming contractor, utility company, or commercial
landscaping operation. All such entities must haul away their own debris.

D. Right of Refusal. The Village retains the absolute right to refuse the collection of any or all brush that fails to conform
to this section.

1. If brush is formally rejected by the Village on collection day, the resident shall have seven calendar days to
make alternative arrangements for removal, and a maximum of 14 calendar days from the initial rejection date to
completely remove the non-compliant material from the curbside or right-of-way.

E. Ownership of Materials. All chipped materials and brush placed for public collection shall immediately become the
exclusive property of the Village or its designated collection agent upon placement within the public right-of-way.

F. Emergency and Non-Compliant Removal Power. The Village reserves the right to remove any non-compliant brush
or unauthorized vegetation from the public right-of-way and to assess the costs of such removal against the adjacent
property owner without prior notice. If such assessment is not paid within 60 days, the cost shall be charged against the
real estate as a special charge and become a lien upon the property pursuant to Wisconsin State Statutes § 66.0627.



