Chapter 304

VEHICLES, ABANDONED

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Village Board of the Village d Hustisford 3-28-1994 as 8§ 10-
5-1 to 10-5-7 of the 1994 Code. Amendments noted where applicabl

GENERAL REFERENCES

Nuisances — See Ch. 229.

Junked vehicles and appliances — See Ch. 245, Attt
Streets and sidewalks — See Ch. 277.

Vehicles and traffic — See Ch. 309.

§ 304-1. Abandonment of vehicles prohibited.

No person shall leave unattended any motor vehicleetraémitrailer or mobile home
on any public street or highway or private or public properthe Village of Hustisford
for such time and under such circumstances as to caaiselhicle to reasonably appear
to have been abandoned. Whenever any such vehicle hadeffteanattended on any
street or highway in the Village of Hustisford or upoivate or public property without
the permission of the property owner or other persorgedawith the lawful jurisdiction
thereof for more than 48 hours, the vehicle shall be deexbandoned and constitutes a
public nuisance.

8 304-2. Definitions.

For purposes of this chapter, the following definitiondldfeapplicable:

STREET — Any public highway, municipal parking lot or alkyd shall mean the entire
width between the boundary lines of any public way whereparythereof is open to the

public for purposes of vehicular traffic.

UNATTENDED — Unmoved from its location with no obviougysiof continuous
human use.

VEHICLE — A motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer or mabihome, whether or not such
vehicle is registered under Wisconsin law.

§ 304-3. Presumptions.

For purposes of this chapter, the following irrebuttablsyorgtions shall apply:

A. A vehicle shall be presumed unattended if it is foumthe same position 48 hours
after issuance of a traffic ticket or citation andsifch traffic ticket or citation
remains placed upon the windshield during said 48 hours.

1. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Coddsee Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. II).



Any vehicle left unattended for more than 48 hours onparblic street or public
ground or left unattended for more than 48 hours on private pyopéhout the

consent of the property owner is deemed abandoned andtetmssa nuisance,
provided that the vehicle shall not be deemed abandoned timslesubsection if
left unattended on private property outside of public view ardosed within a
building or if designated as not abandoned by the Chiebbce.

§ 304-4. Exceptions.

This chapter shall not apply to a vehicle in an enclosgldibg or a vehicle stored on a
premises licensed for storage of junk or junked vehiclesfalty in compliance with
Village zoning regulations or to a vehicle parked in a pailipgrot or space where the
required fee has been paid.

§ 304-5. Impoundment.

Any vehicle in violation of this chapter shall be remowed impounded until lawfully
claimed or disposed of under the provisions of § 304-6.

§ 304-6. Removal and storage; notice to owner.

A.

Applicability. The provisions of this section shall &ppo the removal, storage,
notice, reclaiming or disposal of abandoned vehicles aseatkfin § 304-1.

Removal.

(1) Any police officer who discovers any motor vehidigiler, semitrailer or
mobile home on any public street or highway or privatpulalic property in
the Village of Hustisford which has been abandoned saafiethe vehicle to
be removed to a suitable place of impoundment.

(2) Upon removal of the vehicle, the police officer shaltify the Chief of Police
or his designee of the abandonment and of the locafidheoimpounded
vehicle.

Storage and reclaiming. Any abandoned vehicle which isrdigied by the Chief
of Police or his designee to be abandoned shall bexedta storage for a period of
14 days after certified mail notice, as hereinafter pralides been sent to the
Wisconsin titled owner and/or secured party of record thighWisconsin Division
of Motor Vehicles, except that if the Chief of Policehis designee determines an
abandoned vehicle to have a value of less than $100 ohthabst of towing and
storage charges for impoundment will exceed the valudet/ehicle, it may be
junked or sold by direct sale to a licensed salvage deftderhaving been retained
in storage for a period of 10 days and after certified maiice, as hereinafter
provided, has been sent to the Wisconsin titled owner areae party of record
with the Wisconsin Division of Motor Vehicles, providduit it is first determined
that the vehicle is not reported stolen or wantedefodence or other reason. All
substantially complete vehicles in excess of 19 modebyafaage shall be deemed
as a having value in excess of $100. Any such vehicle which mdgawdfully



reclaimed may be released upon the payment of all accheges, including
towing, storage and notice charges, and upon presentdtide aehicle title or
other satisfactory evidence to the Chief of Police @& designee to prove an

ownership or secured party interest in said veHicle.

Notice to owner or secured party. Certified mail cmtias referred to herein, shall
notify the Wisconsin titled owner of the abandoned eehiif any, and/or the
secured party of record with the Wisconsin Division ofttovehicles, if any, of
the following:

(1) That the vehicle has been deemed abandoned and imdoowmdiee Village
of Hustisford,;

(2) The determined value of the abandoned vehicle;

(3) If the cost of towing and storage will exceed tleedmined value of the
vehicle;

(4) That if the vehicle is not wanted for evidence oeotieason, the vehicle may
be reclaimed upon the payment of all accrued charges, ingludiming,
storage and notice charges, within 14 days of the date wkenoinless the
vehicle has been determined to have a value less than $16@ oost of
towing and storage charges for impoundment will exceedvaihge of the
vehicle, in which case the vehicle may be reclaimefliwitO days upon the

payment of the aforesaid charges;?and
(5) That the owner or aforesaid secured party may, upqurese, be granted a

hearing relating to the determinations made with respesaitl vehicle within
the period that such vehicle may be reclaimed.

§ 304-7. Disposal of impounded vehicles.

Any abandoned vehicle impounded by the Village which has saeh eclaimed or

junked or sold by direct sale to a licensed salvage degaisuant to the provisions of this
chapter may be sold by public auction sale or public sdliagdor the receipt of sealed

bids. A Class 1 notice, including the description of the alehithe name(s) and
address(es) of the Wisconsin titled owner and secured @larggord, if known, and the

time of sale, shall be published before the sale.

§ 304-8. Report of sale or disposal; time frame for removal of hele.

A.

Within five days after the direct sale or disposahafehicle as provided for herein,
the Chief of Police or his designee shall advise thes ®&thYVisconsin Department
of Transportation, Division of Motor Vehicles, of sudlesor disposal on a form
supplied by said Division. A copy of the form shall lreeg to the purchaser of the
vehicle enabling the purchaser to obtain a regular ceatefiof title for the vehicle.

2. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Coddsee Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. II).

3. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Coddsee Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. II).



B. The purchaser shall have 10 days to remove the eefnain the storage area but
shall pay a reasonable storage fee established by theeViita each day the
vehicle remains in storage after the second businessitlagguent to the sale date.
Ten days after the sale, the purchaser shall forfaittarest in the vehicle and the
vehicle shall be deemed to be abandoned and may be swoid aga

8 304-9. List of vehicles to be sold.

Any listing of vehicles to be sold by the Village shadl inade available to any interested
person or organization which makes a written request for #stho the Police
Department. The Police Department may charge a relalsoie for the list.

§ 304-10. Owner responsible for costs.

A. The owner of any abandoned vehicle, except a stoleicleeis responsible for the
abandonment and all costs of impounding and disposing ofetiiele. Costs not
covered from the sale of the vehicle may be recovared civil action by the
Village against the owner.

B. Payment of removal and impoundment costs is not refwiteen the vehicle has
been impounded for purposes of law enforcement investigatio
§ 304-11. Conflict with other provisions.

In the event of any conflict between this chapter andahgr provisions of this Code,
this chapter shall control.



